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enjoying their first rides in good cars. The Spaniards do not
read much, and the cinema is the strongest influence on them.
They have now adopted a Wild West attitude, and keep their
fingers on their guns all day long.
The Reds have taken Albacete with dreadful massacre.
Monarchists and Fascists trying to escape disguised as peasants
were killed with pitchforks. Tyranny now rules. Everybody
must wear a red ribbon in his coat. The word adios is anathema
because of the mention of God. The only salute allowed is
"Salud, camaradas!"
Children are also included in the fighting. Little boys ride
on cars brandishing revolvers and manipulating machine guns
like their film-star heroes. A small boy held up an Englishman
in the street and asked for his papers, inspiring respect by
toying playfully with an ultra-modern repeater, which he
pointed, in the manner of the films, at any civilian he chose to
interrogate. The Englishman asked to look at his gun. The boy
pleasantly handed it over. Before returning it the Englishman
covertly pushed back the safety-catch.
Priests and nuns have been driven out of their convents.
From the lintel of El Panteon de Hombres Illustres in Madrid
the head of a priest has been hanging. Terror-stricken nuns are
fleeing the land.
ITALY AND SPAIN
Italy has replied to the French appeal for non-intervention
in the Spanish war. She adheres in principle, but requires
interpretation of the terms. Does it bind only the Government,
or private individuals also?
In Spain the struggle north of Madrid seems to be swaying
in favour of the insurgents. They still hold the Guadarrama
slopes. In the Saragossa district die Government forces seem
to have had better luck. They have beaten off a strong attack
on Sastago, which supplies Saragossa with electricity. In the
south, Government columns are attacking Cordoba and
Granada. General Franco is staking everything on Spain itself,
and is pouring in troops from Morocco. The insurgents seem
little behind the Reds in cold-blooded slaughter: their prisoners
are being shot in batches without trial.
A censored message from Madrid states that railway services
are established with the Mediterranean coast, Talavera, and
Badajoz. The front in the Guadarrama mountains is impene-
trable. At Somosierra the insurgents hold the first slopes and
the pass, and spend most of their time in the railway tunnel.
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